
New Role – River Ehen Project Officer

By creating a barrier across a river, usually in the form of a 
weir or dam, water would be fed down a man-made channel 
called a mill race, to turn a water wheel and create power. 
Most of these features are long gone, but the weir has survived 
the centuries. However, it is now showing signs of failure and 
the weir is at risk of collapsing, which during the event of a 
flood could cause damage to property around the weir and 
downstream.

The weir is formed of piles with an open frame of timber and boulder stones

From Ordinance Survey 1880

Ennerdale Mill Weir, known locally as the ‘shoe weir’, dates back over 250 years

                         and was constructed to power the Ennerdale Paper Mill. 

Why weirs?

The Removal Of
Ennerdale Mill Weir



The River Ehen - home to 
internationally important wildlife

After surviving years at sea, salmon swim the exhausting 
journey upstream to get back to their birth place – the 
River Ehen. 

Their aim is to make it to the smaller tributaries where 
they started their own life, to ensure a good start for the 
next generation. The Weir is making this journey even 
harder and many don’t make it over this last hurdle.

Salmon and sea trout are often seen leaping up the weir but failing 
to get over it. They often end up injured and die or become easy 
prey for predators such as fish eating birds. This means there are 
very low salmon numbers upstream of the weir, as the adults cannot 
get to their spawning grounds to lay their eggs. 

But it’s not just salmon that call this river home, the River Ehen 
is internationally important for wildlife because it has the only 
surviving breeding population of the freshwater mussel in England. 
When young, the baby mussels attach to the gills of 
salmon fry before dropping off into gravel and living 
sometimes for over 100 years. 

The future of the weir 
In order to increase the number of salmon and freshwater mussels and mitigate the risk of 
damage to property along the river there are plans to remove the weir in summer 2018. This 
will be a partnership project with West Cumbria Rivers Trust, the Environment Agency, Natural 
England, Natural Course and the weir owners, James Fisher Nuclear, which acquired Ennerdale 
Mill and its weir in 2005. During  the removal, archaeologists will study how it was put together 
and will use this information to store in the archives.

It’s important to note that studies show removing the weir will not increase the risk of flooding 
in the area. 

For further information about the weir and its removal 
please go to www.westcumbriariverstrust.org 

or email info@westcumbriariverstrust.org
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