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Volunteer Role Summary 

Ranger- Freshwater Mussel Project, Wasdale  
 

 

Rangers love the countryside and being out in the fresh air, so they know what our outdoor 
visitors need. They’re great at taking care of the wildlife and stunning landscapes of Wasdale, 
for ever, for everyone. 
 

By getting involved, you could… 
 

 Feel the wind in your hair, and get a tan without trying 

 Help look after important landscapes and species for future generations 

 Use your passion for the outdoors and share your knowledge with visitors  

 Working alongside passionate countryside management professionals, learning skills 
along the way  

 Join a friendly and varied team and make some new friends 
 

 

What’s involved? 
 

 Helping the ranger team and West Cumbria Rivers Trust Officer with practical work to 
keep the countryside in great condition and improve the River Irt and its tributaries. 
 

 Learning more about Wasdale, its history, landscape,  nature and archaeology 
 

 Learn more about the river Irt, its ecology and habitats and the endangered Pearl 
Mussels which live there. 

 
 Helping each visitor feel welcome, making suggestions so they have a safe and 

enjoyable day  
 

 Letting staff know of any issues with fences, footpaths etc 
 

 Maintaining good relationships with people who share the land 
 

 Getting to know health and safety procedures 
 

 There might be some other activities that are of interest to you, that we could use your 
help with 

 
This role will suit you if you are … 
 

 Outdoorsy, whatever the weather’s doing 

 Reasonably fit and healthy – you don’t need to be Bear Grylls but you’ll do a lot of 
walking and practical tasks 

 Keen to work with people and animals! 
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 Passionate about Wasdale and know the best spots 

 Available at least once a month 
 
 

Extra Information 
  

 We’ll help you get to know Wasdale and the river Irt, how you can help and how you 
will work with the rest of the team – with induction and training 

 We provide equipment to help you do this role well and safely including gloves, safety 
boots and waterproofs. 

 We’ll also cover agreed costs of your travel between home and Wasdale. 

 
About the National Trust: The National Trust is a registered charity and is completely 
independent of Government. We rely for income on membership fees, donations and 
legacies, and money raised from our commercial operations.  We are supported by 3.7 
million members and 61,000 volunteers without whom we simply could not manage.  We 
protect and open to the public over 300 historic houses and gardens and 49 industrial 
monuments and mills.  But it doesn’t stop there. We also look after woodlands, wetlands, 
coast, farmland, downs, moorland, mountains, islands, archaeological remains, castles, 
nature reserves & villages – ‘for places, for ever, for everyone’. 

 
About West Cumbria Rivers Trust: West Cumbria Rivers trust is a local registered charity. 
We strive to restore and enhance the value of rivers, lakes, estuaries and surrounding 
countryside throughout West Cumbria for the benefit of people and wildlife. The trust has a 
project within the Wasdale area centred on the River Irt and tributaries to protect its 
freshwater pearl mussel population.  
 
About Wasdale and the River Irt: Wasdale is a remote farming hamlet surrounded by 
spectacular fells and dramatic wilderness. The fells have been an inspiration for 
mountaineers, climbers and poets for decades and remain a magnificent setting for an 
adventure to suit everyone. Wastwater site for scientific interest with the screes tumbling into 
it and Scafell Pike are two of the main attractions for visitors and form just a part of the 
countryside that the National Trust care for. 
 
The River Irt flows out of Wastwater and joins the sea at Ravenglass, along the way passing 
Nether Wasdale, Santon Bridge and Holmrook. The River Irt was once home to a thriving 
population of Freshwater Pearl Mussels. Unfortunately, this endangered species is now no 
longer thriving and is under grave threat of being lost from the River Irt due to habitat 
degradation. To help prevent this from happening we shall be improving habitats and 
working with farms to improve the river. 

 
Find out more 
 
Contact Andrew Porter on 01946726046 or Andrew.Porter@Nationaltrust.org.uk or visit 
https://myvolunteering.nationaltrust.org.uk/opportunity-search and search for Wasdale 
 
Or contact Chris West on: 017687 44347, 07496590987 or 
chris@westcumbriariverstrust.org 
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